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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 27 February 2007 . 
2a)£3 This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) IEI Claim(s) 1-10,27-36.41 and 43 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim (s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) IEI Claim(sy -70,27-36.4f.43 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

I I )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



30 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1 ) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5 ) D Notice of Informal Patent Application 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) □ Other: . 
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Art Unit: 3661 

Status of the claims 

1 . Claims 1-10, 27-36, 41, and 43 are pending with the Response (2/27/07). 

Response 

2. The examiner respectfully maintains that because claimed "pointer" is an essential 
subject matter of this invention: independent claims 27 and 43 are directed to a software, 
independent claims 1, and 41 are directed to a system that mainly uses said claimed software 
(see pending independent claims 1, 27, 41, and 43) - representing by software instructions, 
therefore pending claims 1-10, 27-36, 41, and 43 contain subject matter which was not described 
in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that to 
duplicate this invention without trial and error. 

According to the most relative of this "pointer" in the pending application's disclosure: 
" Detail Description Paragraph : 

[0026] In one embodiment, as described above, product data (at 
least product data more detailed than data provided by a 
taxonomy) and seller data are not stored in GCD 42, but are 
stored in databases 32. For example, a seller 30 may maintain a 
relational database 32 that includes a plurality of tables 
containing product attribute values for a variety of products 
and attribute values for seller 30 for each product, a set of 
products, or all of the products offered by seller 30. Product 
data and seller data may be integrated into one or more tables 
or may be segregated into different tables. Moreover, product 
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data and seller data for a seller 30 may be stored in the same 
or separate databases. For example, as described above, product 
data for seller 30 may be stored in seller database 32 while 
seller data for seller 3 0 may be stored in a central database 
accessible to server 40 that may contain seller data for a 
number of sellers 30. One or more pointers may be associated 
with each class to identify the loc ation of one or more 
databases 32 that include product data and/or seller data for 
products contained in that class or to identify particular data 
in databases 32. Therefore, GCD 42 may execute a search for 
products in databases 32 ide^ 

to a user-selected class (the class may instead be selected 

f . m—mmmmmmmmmmmmmm 

automatically in an appropriate manner) . GCD 42 may also return 

the network location (such as a uniform resource locator (URL) 

or other network address) of the database 32 to buyer 2 0 so that 

buyer 20 may independently access database 32. Databases 32 may 
be searched using any appropriate method including, but not 
limited to, a structured query language (SQL) query. 



Detail Description Paragraph : 

[0029] When GCD 42 has performed a search of the databases 32 

identified by a pointer or pointers associated with a class that 

■ » i n 

buyer 20 has selected (or that has been selected automatically) , 
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GCD 42 may return product data and' possibly seller data 

associated with one or more products matching the search 

criteria. (Alternatively, search results may be communicated 

directly to buyer 20 from databases 32.) GCD 42 may integrate 

the product data and possibly seller data resulting from the 

search into directory structure 44 so that the data appears to 

buyer 20 as being part of GCD 42. GCD 42 may alternatively 

: present the results of the search in any other appropriate 

manner. Each product resulting from the search may be an object 

• • • 

j. which is unique instance of the class in which buyer 2 0 is 

searching. Furthermore, each such object (and its location)- may 
be uniquely identified using a numbering scheme corresponding to 
directory structure 44 . 

Detail Description Paragraph : 

[0038] A search interface 45, or any other appropriate component 
of GCD server 40, may facilitate such a request by searching or 
requesting searches of seller databases 32 identified by one or 
more pointers associated with felt-tip pens class 60b, as 
described above." 

According to those closest disclosures, the claimed item ("pointer") is used to identifying 
a particular object - the disclosure does not provide sufficient details : how is it ("pointer") 
made? What is that claimed "pointer"? 
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The CGI dictionary definition for a pointer: 

"2. In programming, an address or an instruction to jump to another part of the data structure". 

The examiner submits the closest Geek.com Glossary 's definition for a pointer in 
computer programming: 

Pointer - (1 ) In programming, think of a pointer as an address. The address can point to just about 
anything, including another pointer. Ultimately, if you follow the trail of pointers you'll probably find some 
data-pointers are most often used to point to data. The purpose of pointers is so that when you are 
programming you can pass around a small address that points to some data, instead of passing the 
actual data around. (2) Pointers can also refer to the icon on the screen that you move around with a 
mouse or other pointing device. In a GUI environment you need a pointer to point to things so that you 
can select them. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner 
and process of making and using it, in such full clear, concise, and exact terms as to 
enable any person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly 
connected , to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode contemplated by 
the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

3. Claims 1-10, 27-36, 41, and 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as 

failing to comply with the written description requirement . These claims contain subject matter 

which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled 

in the relevant art that to duplicate this invention without trial and error. 

Claims 1-10, 27-36, 41, and 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, 

because: they are essentially directed to a software imbedded in a computer-readable media and 

using in a system - even pending claims are directed to "system" because incorporating that 

specific software (a MUST) can be considered as a brain of this invention (while the submitted 

specification provides nothing to enable one with ordinary skill in the art to practice - non 

enablement); and the specification does not reasonably provide enablement of a claimed software 

for use in a claimed system . The specification does not enable any person skilled in the art to 
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which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to practice the invention 
commensurate in scope with these claims (the dependent claims of above independent claims are 
also rejected on 35 USC 1 12, 1st para, because they include above defective). The applicant 
only provides a very high level drawing (i.e., Fig. 5), not the essential codes and instructions - 
the subject matter of this invention - to make this invention. 

4. Pending claims are still not patentable on 35 USC 112, 1 st para statutory rejections. The 
arguments (2/27/2007) are unpersuasive. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. 
See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicants are reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 
1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, 
will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final 
action. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CUONG H. NGUYEN whose telephone number is 571-272-6759 
(email address: cuong.nguyen@uspto.gov). The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30 am - 
5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
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supervisor, THOMAS G. BLACK can be reached on 571-272-6956. The Rightfax number for 
the examiner where this application is assigned is 571-273-6759. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Please provide support, with page and line numbers, for any amended or new claim in 
an effort to help advance prosecution; otherwise any new claim language that is introduced in 
an amended or new claim may be considered as new matter, especially if the Application is a 
Jumbo Application. n / 
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